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Asoka, about 240 B. c., and was afterwards transferred to the
Abhayagiri Vihara, which was erected in B. c. 89.x
But whether this explanation be accepted or not, we know
from the general consent of all the Buddhist chroniclers and
pilgrims, as well as of the 'Mahiwanso' itself, that the R&ma-
grima relics were still enshrined in their original receptacle, at
RamagrSma, in the middle of the third century, B, c., when
Asoka was building stupas over all the relics of Buddha that
were divided after his death. If, therefore, the relics were
removed to Ceylon in B. c. 157, as stated in the 'MaHwanso,'
we must crowd into a period of little more than 80 years the
destruction of the original stupa at Ramagr&ma, the enshrine-
ment of the relics at Majerika in the most magnificent stupa iii
all India, and their subsequent removal to Ceylon. But accor-
ding to the very competent authority of Mr. Fergusson,* the
erection of the Dharanikotta stupa, "judging from its elabora-
tion, may have taken fifty years to complete.11 We have,
therefore, only about thirty years left for the stay of the relics
at Ramagrama, after the time of Asoka, and for their subse-
quent stay amongst the Nagas of Majerika. For this reason, I
prefer the account of the Siamese chronicles; and I would
accordingly fix the date of the removal of the Drona measure
of relics, from Dharanikotta to Ceylon, in the year 313 A. D.
It must be noted, however, that the people of Northern
India were happily unaware that the Drona of relics enshrined
at Ramagrima had been carried off by the Nagas to Majerika,
as both Fa-Hian and Hwen Thsang, who actually visited the
place in the fifth and seventh centuries, mention that the stupa
was still standing. It is curious, however, to learn from the
journals of both pilgrims, that even in their days the R&ma-
grtma relics were believed to be watched over by the Ntigas of
a tank close by the stupa,8 According to the original Buddhist
1.   Tumour's 'Mahgwanso/ p. 241.
1   Journ. Royal Asiat. Soc., new series, iii. 155.
3.   Beal's 'Fah-Hian,' c. xxiiL, and M. Julien's 'Hiouen Thsang,
ii.326.